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While construction has slowed, communities around the region continue to lay the groundwork 
for future development. In December, seven lots in NorthWind Crossing were designated 
“shovel ready” under the state program of the same name, which seeks to pre-certify sites to 
expedite the permitting and development process. “These are the only shovel ready sites in 
Lake County,” notes Denarie Kane, Director of Development for the city of Hobart.

In La Porte, the North Point Business Park also has a shove ready designation, and Timothy 
Gropp, Executive Director of the Greater La Porte Economic Development Corporation, says 
that the Chicago SouthShore Railroad Industrial Park at the intersection of the Indiana Toll 
Road and state route 39 “has also gone through the shovel ready program.” Sewer, water, 
power and a rail spur connecting to the South Shore Freight lines are all already in place at the 
105-acre park.

“So far in 2010, there have not been a lot of leads or a lot of building,” he says, “so it’s 
important to have these properties ready to go in advance of recovery.”

Healy believes that development and construction in some sectors is going to pick up as 
the year goes on, pointing to medical-use buildings—two of which his company had under 
development—and steel-related facilities. He doesn’t see any quick end to the financing 
crunch, but says that, “eventually, the banks will come to the conclusion that if they want to 
make money, they’re going to have to lend it. In my mind, the pendulum has swung too far.”
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